IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 1, 6, 12 and 17 without prejudice or disclaimer of 
subject matter. Please amend Claims 2 to 5, 7, 9 to 1 1, 13 to 16, 18 and 20 to 22 and add 
new Claims 23 to 26 as shown below. The claims, as pending in the subject application, 
read as follows: 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus 
according to Claim L comprising: 

an information reading unit adapted to read information from a portable 
storage medium; 

an information writing unit adapted to write information into the portable 
storage medium; 

a storage unit adapted to store the information read from the portable 
storage medium by said information reading unit; and 

a control unit adapted to control said information reading unit and said 
information writing unit, 

wherein , when the area information read from the portable storage medium 
by said information reading unit indicates that the portable storage medium exists in th e 
predetermined area, said control unit is adapted to control said information reading unit to 
read the predetermined information from the portable storage medium and, to store the read 
predetermined information in said storage unit , and to preclude from reading the 
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predetermined information stored in the portable storage medium in a case where the 
portable storage medium is moved out of a predetermined area, 

and wherein said control unit is adapted to control said information writing 
unit to write the predetermined information stored in said storage unit into the portable 
storage medium in a case where the portable storage medium is moved into the 
predetermined area . 

3. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 2, wherei n, when the area information read from the portable sto r age 
m e dium by said information r e ading unit indicates that the portable storage medium exists 
in the pred e termined area, said control unit is adapted to control said information writing 
unit to delete the predetermined information stored in the portable storage medium in a 
case where the portable storage medium is moved out of the predetermined area . 

4. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus 
according to Claim [[1]] 2, wherein , wh e n th e ar e a information read from the portabl e 
storage medium by said information r e ading unit indicates that the portable sto r age 
medium e xists in th e pr e determin e d ar e a, said control unit is adapted to control said 
information writing unit to write reading-preclusive information for precluding from 
r eading the predetermined infomiation from the portable storage medium into the portable 
storage medium in a case where the portable storage medium is moved out of the 
predetermined area, the reading-preclusive information for precluding from reading the 
predetermined information from the portable storage medium . 
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5. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus 
according to Claim [[1]] 4, wherein , when the area information read from the portabl e 
sto r age medium by said information reading unit indicates that the p o rtable storage 
medium does not exist in the pr e determined ar e a, said control unit is adapted to control 
said information writing unit to be able to read the predetermined information delete the 
reading-preclusive information from the portable storage medium in a case where the 
portable storage medium is moved into the predetermined area . 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus 
acco r ding to Claim 1, furth er comprising: 

an information reading unit adapted to read information from a portable 
storage medium; 

an information writing unit adapted to write information into the portable 
storage medium; 

a storage unit adapted to store the information read from the portable 
storage medium by said information reading unit; and 

a control unit adapted to control said information reading unit and said 
information writing unit, 

an administration unit adapted to administrate specific information, stored 
in the portable storage medium, for specifying the portable storage medium; 
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a judgment unit adapted to judge whether or not the specific information 
read from the portable storage medium by said information reading unit matches with the 
specific information administrated by said administration unit, 

wherein , when it is judged by said judgment unit that the specific 
information read from the p ortable storage m e dium matches with the specific information 
administ r at e d by said administration unit, said control unit is adapted to control said 
information reading unit to preclude from reading the predetermined information stored in 
the portable storage medium in a case where the portable storage medium is moved out of a 
predetermined area and it is judged by said judgment unit that the specific information read 
from the portable storage medium matches with the specific information administered by 
said administration unit . 

8. (Original) An information processing apparatus according to Claim 
7, further comprising a warning unit adapted to give warning when it is judged by said 
judgment unit that the specific information read from the portable storage medium does not 
match with the specific information administrated by said administration unit. 

9. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 7, wherein , when the area information r ead fr om the portable storage 
medium by said information r e ading unit indicates that th e portabl e storage medium does 
not exist in the predetermined area and it is furth e r judged by said judgment unit that the 
specific information re ad fr om the portabl e sto r ag e m e dium matches with the specific 
information administ r ated by said administ r ation unit, said control unit is adapted to 
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control said information writing reading unit to be able to read the predetermined 
information from the portable storage medium in a case where the portable storage medium 
is moved out of the predetermined area and it is further judged by said judgement unit that 
the specific information read from the portable storage medium matches with the specific 
information administered by said administration unit . 

10. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus 
according to Claim [[7]] 2, wherein , wh e n the area information read from th e portable 
storage medium by said information reading unit indicates that the portabl e storage 
medium e xists in the predetermined area, said control unit is adapted control said 
information reading unit to preclude from reading the predetermined information stored in 
the portable storage medium and designated to be secret, and to control said information 
writing unit to write the area information indicating that the portable storage medium does 
not exist in the predetermined ar e a in a case where the portable storage medium is moved 
out of the predetermined area . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus 
according to Claim [[1]] 2, wherein 

the portable storage medium is a storage medium to which communication 
is possible in non-contact manner, 

said information reading unit is adapted to write the information into the 
portable storage medium in non-contact manner, and 
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said information writing unit is adapted to read the information from the 
portable storage medium in non-contact manner. 



12. (Cancelled) 



1 3 . (Currently Amended) An information processing method,, acco r ding 
to Claim 12, furthe r comprising! 

an information reading step of reading information from a portable storage 

medium; 

and information writing step of writing information into the portable storage 

medium; and 

a storage step o f, when the ar e a information read from th e portabl e storage 
medium in said information reading step indicates that the portabl e storag e medium exists 
in the predetermined area, reading the predetermined information from the portable storage 
medium and storing the read predetermined information in another storage medium 
different from the portable storage medium in a case where the portable storage medium is 
moved out of a predetermined area, 

wherein said information reading step precludes from reading the 
predetermined information stored in the portable storage medium in a case where the 
portable storage medium is moved out of the predetermined area, and 

said information writing step writes the predetermined information stored in 
the storage medium into the portable storage medium in a case where the portable storage 
medium is moved into the predetermined area . 
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14. (Currently Amended) An information processing method according 
to Claim 13, wherein , when the area information read from the portable storage medium in 
said information r e ading step indicates that the portable storage medium exists in the 
predetermined a r ea, said information writing step is adapted to d e lete deletes the 
predetermined information stored in the portable storage medium in a case where the 
portable storage medium is moved out of the predetermined area . 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) An information processing method according 
to Claim [[12]] 13, wherein , when the area information read from the portable storage 
medium in said information reading step indicates that the portabl e sto r ag e medium exists 
in th e p r edetermin e d ar e a, said information writing step is adapted to w r ite writes reading- 
preclusive information for precluding from r eading the predetermined information from the 
portabl e storag e m e dium into the portable storage medium in a case where the portable 
storage medium is moved out of the predetermined area, the reading-preclusive 
information for precluding from reading the predetermined information from the portable 
storage medium . 

16. (Currently Amended) An information processing method according 
to Claim [[12]] 15, wherein , wh e n the area information read from the portable storage 
medium in said information reading step indicat e s that the portable storage medium does 
not exist in the p r edet e rmined area, said information writing step is adapted to b e able to 
read reads the predetermined information from the portable storage medium in a case 
where the portable storage medium is moved into the predetermined area . 
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17. (Cancelled) 



18. (Currently Amended) An information processing method acco r ding 
to Claim 12, furthe r comprising; 

an information reading step of reading information from a portable storage 

medium; 

an information writing step of writing information into the portable storage 

medium; and 

a judgment step of judging whether or not specific information read from 
the portable storage medium in said information reading step matches with specific 
information administrated in another storage medium, 

wherein , when it is judged in said judgment step that the specific 
information read from the portable storage medium matches with the specific information 
administrated in the anothe r storage medium, said information writing reading step is 
adapted to preclud e precludes from reading the predetermined information stored in the 
portable storage medium in a case where the portable storage medium is moved out of the 
predetermined area and it is judged in said judgement step that the specific information 
read from the portable storage medium matches with the specific information administrated 
in the another storage medium . 

19. (Original) An information processing method according to Claim 
18, further comprising a warning step of giving warning when it is judged in said judgment 



-9- 



step that the specific information read from the portable storage medium does not match 
with the specific information administrated in the another storage medium. 

20. (Currently Amended) An information processing method according 
to Claim 18, wherein , when the area information re ad from the portable storag e medium in 
said information reading st e p indicates that the portable storage medium do e s not exist in 
th e pred e termined area and it is further judged in said judgment step that the specific 
information read from the portable storage medium matches with th e specific information 
administrated in the another storage medium, said information writing reading step is 
adapted to b e able to r e ad reads the predetermined information from the portable storage 
medium in a case where the portable storage medium is moved out of the predetermined 
area and it is further judged in said judgement step that the specific information read from 
the portable storage medium matches with the specific information administrated in the 
another storage medium . 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) An information processing method according 
to Claim [[18]] 13, wherein , wh e n th e area information read from the portable storage 
medium in said information reading step indicates that the portable storage medium e xists 
in the predetermined area, said information writing reading step precludes is adapted to 
preclude from reading the predetermined information stored in the portable storage 
medium and designated to be secre t, and to write the area information indicating that the 
portable storage medium does not exist in the predet e rmin e d ar e a in a case where the 
portable storage medium is moved out of the predetermined area . 
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22. (Currently Amended) An information processing method according 
to Claim [[12]] 13, wherein 

the portable storage medium is a storage medium to which communication 
is possible in non-contact manner, 

said information reading step is adapted to write the information into the 
portable storage medium in non-contact manner, and 

said information writing step is adapted to read the information from the 
portable storage medium in non-contact manner. 

23. (New) An information processing apparatus according to Claim 2, 

wherein 

said information reading unit is adapted to read specific information, stored 
in the portable storage medium, for specifying the portable storage medium, 

said storage unit is adapted to store the predetermined information with first 
specific information read by said information reading unit, and 

said information writing unit is adapted to write the predetermined 
information corresponding to the first specific information into the portable storage 
medium in a case where second specific information read from the portable storage 
medium matches with the first specific information stored in said storage unit. 

24. (New) An information processing method according to Claim 13, 

wherein 
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said information reading step reads specific information, stored in the 
portable storage medium, for specifying the portable storage medium, 

said storage step stores the predetermined information with first specific 
information read in said information reading step, and 

said information writing step writes the predetermined information 
corresponding to the first specific information in a case where second specific information 
read from the portable storage medium matches with the first specific information stored in 
said another storage medium. 

25. (New) An information processing apparatus according to Claim 2, 

wherein 

said information writing unit is adapted to write area information indicating 
whether or not the portable storage medium exists in the predetermined area, 

said controlling unit is adapted to control said information writing unit to 
write the area information indicating that the portable storage medium does not exist in the 
predetermined area in a case where area information read from the portable storage 
medium by said information reading unit indicates that the portable storage medium exists 
in the predetermined area, and 

said controlling unit is adapted to control said information writing unit to 
write the predetermined information stored in the storage unit into the portable storage 
medium in a case where the area information read from the portable storage medium by 
said information reading unit indicates that the portable storage medium does not exist in 
the predetermined area. 
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26. (New) An information processing method according to Claim 13, 

wherein 

said information writing step writes area information indicating whether or 
not the portable storage medium exists in the predetermined area, 

said information writing step writes the area information indicating that the 
portable storage medium does not exist in the predetermined area in a case where area 
information read from the portable storage medium in said information reading step 
indicates that the portable storage medium exists in the predetermined area, and 

said information writing step writes the predetermined information stored in 
the storage unit into the portable storage medium in a case where the area information read 
from the portable storage medium in said information reading step indicates that the 
portable storage medium does not exist in the predetermined area. 
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